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Jo Ann Howard, President
“Make the Room More Than a Room”

Just a few days ago | read a story on Facebook, which was probably Al generated. The
message, “Make the room more than a room”, really resonated with me. Even though
the story was about a hotel, it made me think of our Temple Beth Sholom
congregation. Let me digress for just a moment.

Have you ever entered a restaurant, hotel, a meeting room, or even a sanctuary, and
instantly felt uncomfortable? It could have been due to how it looked. Or was it the
way you were greeted? Think about the restaurant and how the host’s biggest concern
was when his/her shift ends. The hotel registration employee who doesn’t make eye-
contact. The meeting room where you are unsure of where to sit. The sanctuary where
you were unnoticed and sat in the back.

What would make us feel differently about each of these rooms? How about, “We're so
glad you're here with us this evening!” “Welcome to your home away from home.”
“Why don’t you come and sit with me?” "Welcome, come and join us for this evening'’s
service."

| put my sanctuary example last because that is why | thought of our congregation.
Over and over again | have talked to people who have attended services in a
synagogue or church and felt overlooked and unwelcomed. However, that does not
happen in our case. Before we get started, guests are welcomed outside first and then
inside. | love watching our congregants in the aisles greeting each other, as well as
welcoming the newcomers and offering them a place to sit. And, at the end of the
service the same warmth is offered. Making people feel welcome, picking up on their
moods, and noticing little details are all essential for a good experience and wanting to
come again. That is what makes a room more than a room!



YAHRZEITS

May Their Memories Be a Blessing

July 3/18Tammuz
1 — Abe Koplen
3 — William Albert Nakdimen

July 24/10 Av
19 — Sam Lazarus

22 — William Herbert Hoffman
23 — Ruth Abrams Koplen
24 — Helen Kramer

August 14/1 Elul
10 — Kate Cohen

11 = Henry Rubin
11 — Julian S. Sater
12 — Fannie Kirsten Platt

September 5/23 Elul

29 — Mamie Zietz Singer

30 — Bessie Halperin Jaiven
30 — Rabbi David M. Kushner
31 - Harry Harris

2 — Sarah Heiner

3 - Ida Novakoff

July 10//25 Tammuz

6 — William Marks

8 — Irving Goldstein

9 - Harry S. Greenberg

July 31/17 Av
27 - Janet Harris Lewis

28 — Cyla Gleicher
28 — Bessie W. Koplen
31 - Margaret B. Kushner

August 21/8 Elul
17 — Bertha Warshaw

20 - Ben B. Fuchs (Fox)

July 17/3 Av
11 — Jonathan David Manheim

12 — Samuel Aaron Lantor
13 — Joseph Stendig

14 — Sarah K. Harris

15 — Joseph Gleicher

15 — Amelia J. Hoffman

16 — Barbara Manheim

August 7/25 Av
1 — Adam Becher

3 - Jennie S. Lantor

4 — Sydelle Gerber

4 — Carol Conner Popek
5-Herman G. Koplen

5 — Mildred Koplen Barth

Auqust 28/15 Elul

26 — Ruth Feibelman

27 — Jerome B. Kushner

28 — Rose Schein Manheim

4 - Josephina Sierra de Loper

When lighting the Yahrzeit candle, you can recite the following prayer:

The human soul is a light from God.
May it be your will that the soul of (insert name) enjoy eternal life,



along with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah,

and the rest of the righteous that are in Gan Eden. Amen

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

\

Let's welcome Shabbat together in the chapel at First Presbyterian Church

JULY
Friday, 3"

Friday, 10t
Friday, 17t
Friday, 24t
Friday, 31%

AUGUST
Friday, 7t

Friday, 14t
Friday, 21
Friday 28t™

7:30 pm  Shabbat Service

7:30 pm  Shabbat Service
Shabbat Service not scheduled
7:30 pm  Shabbat/Tu B'Av* Service

Shabbat Service not scheduled

7:30 pm  Shabbat Service
Shabbat Service not scheduled
7:30 pm  Shabbat Service

Shabbat Service not scheduled

*What is Tu B'Av? See page 6 for an explanation.



WITH OUR CONGREGATION

Mazel Tov to Kathy Sahale on her conversion on June 13, and her official welcome as a member of
Temple Beth Sholom on June 20™. We are so proud of her! Kathy is also excited to announce the
birth of her great grandson, Arthur Lee Atkisson, on April 7. Another baby to kvell over!

Mazel Tov to Carol and Michael Caplan and their son Asher, who recently graduated with a PhD in
Philosophy at Oregon University. His dissertation topic was on Al-generated content. He will now be
at the Critical Thinking and Civic Engagement Lab at the University of Lethbridge in Alberta, Canada.
Carol and Michael are also thrilled to welcome a new granddaughter, Adaline Rose Caplan. She is the
daughter of Aaron and Kim Caplan. Big brother and sister Atlas and Alina are excited to have her
home!

Mazel Tov to Ronnie and Steve Mand on the recent graduation of their granddaughter Shelley.
She graduated high school in the top 10% of her class and will be starting college at the University of
South Florida (Tampa) with 40 college credits. They are extra proud of her since she is severely
dyslexic.

Our heartfelt sympathy has been extended to the family of former member Julian Koplen, who
passed away on June 17™. He will be truly missed by those whose lives he touched. Condolences
were also sent to former member, Harriette Kingoff Wil, | on the death of her husband, Erwin Will,
and to Mitch Greenstone on the recent death of his sister, Susan.

Our wishes for good health are extended to Ellen Apgar, Bernard Baker, Mira Becher, Carol Caplan,
Eddy Fraifeld, Larry Golsen, Faye Kushner, Don Loper, Debbie Rippe, and Kathy Sahale.

Yom Huledet Sameach/Yom Nisuin Sameach
July Birthdays: 6 —Jason Eisner; 10 — Susan Dufour; 15 — Faye Kushner; 18 — Estelle Mills;
21 — Mark Stanley; 28 — Alex Eisner
July Anniversary: 22 — Karen and Paul Mandel
August Birthdays: 3 — Sam Kushner; 15 — Diane Krome; 15 — Kathy Sahale; 18 — Noah Kramer;
21 —John Lantor; 29 — Matt Harris
August Anniversary: 20 — Joan and Eddy Fraifeld



Temple Beth Sholom Donations

Please remember the Building Fund for such things as Sympathy, Mazel Tov, Thank You, and
Speedy Recovery. The list is endless. Your contribution will brighten someone’s day and help support
YOUR temple at the same time!

Sam and Faye Kushner
In remembrance of our beloved friends Eileen Stendig and Murray “Buddy” Rippe,
Rabbi Arnold Shevlin, Uncle Herman B. Kushner, Raynell Lantor, and Harry B. Stein

Julia Cornblatt and Family, Jo Ann and Peter Howard, Ronnie and Steve Mand
In memory of Julian Koplen

“Attention is the rarest and purest form of generosity. "Uplift another congregant'’s spirits
by giving them a call or sending them a card, email or text! It only takes a few minutes, and it will
make a big difference in their day and yours!

Mark Your Calendar to Support Our Danville Community

July 315t - August 2™
The Annual Attic Sale
Danville Museum of Fine Arts & History
Treasure & Bargain Hunters Dream!
Free admission to the Museum during sale days!

August 8"

Shred Out Hunger at God’s Storehouse
Cost? Bring canned goods and/or a monetary donation
This is an easy way to get rid of paperwork and support those in our community
who would be hungry without our help.
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A Day Filled with Love

Love of Family, Love of Congregation, Love of Friends, Love of Being Together

Tu B'Av (Hebrew: 2X2 1”0, lit. 'fifteenth of Av') is a minor Jewish holiday. In modern-
day Israel, it is celebrated as a holiday of love (N2NKXN AN Hag HaAhava), akin
to Valentine's Day, and is thus a popular day for weddings.

According to the Mishna, Tu B'Av was a joyous holiday in the days of the Temple in
Jerusalem, marking the beginning of the grape season. Yom Kippur marked the end of
the grape harvest. On both dates, the unmarried girls of Jerusalem dressed in white
garments and went out to dance in the vineyards. The same section in the Talmud
states that there were no holy days as happy for the Jews as Tu B’Av and Yom Kippur.

Tu B'Av marks an informal “high” to counter the “low” of the three weeks leading up to
Tisha B'Av, (9" of Av), the saddest day on the Jewish calendar. This date is a day of
fasting in recognition of the beginning of such events as the destruction of the First
and Second Temples in Jerusalem, expulsions, massacres - including, the Crusades, and
divine decrees.

Tu B'Av does not have many established religious rituals associated with its celebration.
In modern times, it has become a romantic Jewish holiday, often compared to
Valentine’'s Day, and has been said to be a “great day for weddings, commitment
ceremonies, renewal of vows, or proposing”.

On July 24™, part of our service will include personal readings, poems, and/or
memories shared by congregants to show:

Love of Family, Love of Congregation, Love of Friends, Love of Being Together


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literal_translation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Av_(month)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentine's_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_wedding

A Little Humor is Good for the Soul!
Jewish Faiuyltales

(from 1,003 Great Things About Being Jewish)

Goldilox and the Three Bagels
Sleeping Beauty Sleeps Through Shul

The Princess and the Pea...
That's All You're Eating?

The Emperor’s New Suit Needs Alterations

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
and Three More Make a Minyan

The Hare and the Tortoise
Look for the Afikoman

The Little Mermaid
In the Sea of Galilee

Rapunzel Becomes Orthodox
and Gets a Wig

Hansel and Gretel
Go to Medical School



M B HADASSAH

& 1. Danville Chapter

July — August 2026
Jo Ann Howard, Editor

Greetings from Martha Woody, Danville President

There is a legend that King Solomon challenged the wise men of his time to provide a statement that
would be true in any situation, under any circumstances. Many of the brightest minds failed, but one
especially brilliant advisor came up with “This too shall pass.”

| find it helpful to keep these words close to my mind and my heart these days, as each morning
begins with trepidation, wondering what fresh news will present further anger and grief to our already
overburdened systems, both personal and governmental.

There is a meme going around social media these days, about an appropriate response in Norway to
the question, “How are you this morning?” is “I'm up and I'm not crying.” I've also heard “I'm getting
around and eating solid food” as a good answer. Perhaps we would be more grateful for these small
victories if we remembered, “This too shall pass.”

| had lunch recently with two women | have known for many years; we worked together at the Salem
VA Medical Center in the 1970's. We are “old” friends in every sense of the word! We reminisced a
great deal, and it reminded me that our parents, in the era of the Vietham War and Watergate, along
with the rise of hippiedom and feminism, felt that their world was going to hell in a handbasket. And
while | might feel that the world is in even worse shape now, “This too shall pass.”

So, what does this have to do with Hadassah? Hadassah gives us the strength in numbers and
organization to help ensure that what follows our current situation brings us closer to tikkun olam.
Hadassah's hospitals and their diverse staff provide life-saving medical treatment to patients
regardless of religion, nationality, or ethnicity. Hadassah's amazing medical research provides
breakthroughs in treating and even curing diseases that have ravaged humankind for centuries.
Hadassah's Youth Aliyah villages, which Henrietta Szold founded to save children from the Nazis, now
provide at-risk youth with the programs and support they need to thrive as adults. On the home
front, Hadassah advocates for women'’s health issues, including reproductive health; Hadassah
supports strong US — Israel relations; and Hadassah works to stem the rising tide of antisemitism in
the US and the world.

What none of us can do individually, we can certainly accomplish as a group of strong and committed
members of an organization such as Hadassah. Your support, whatever form it takes, is invaluable.
Your time, your attention to Hadassah causes, and yes, your monetary donations, all make a positive
difference. Thank you for all you do!

Martha Woody



What's Happening with Hadassah Danville Hadassah?
Reminders for our fall and winter projects

-
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7212732 The High Holy Days will be here before you know it, and so will our 5787
New Year Card project. You'll be receiving a letter from Susan Dufour in late July.
This project raises funds for Young Judaea scholarships.

iraeae™ Believe it or not, this will be our Angels of Mercy project 76" year! Let's
make it an outstanding success once again to benefit our Hadassah Medical
Organization! Please think of businesses to add, or friends and/or relatives to include.
Contact Ronnie Mand or Jo Ann Howard with your suggestions. Solicitation letters will
be mailed in early September.

Our Birthday and Anniversary Cards project is a sure way to make
someone feel special. Dawne Lucas will be sending her mailing in early November.
This project helps to support our two Hadassah Youth Aliyah villages.

Rays of Hope & Celebration is a year-round project. This gives members
a chance to share at our Zoom meetings or to send a mazel tov or sympathy message
to friends or family members. For the latter, send your check and information to Jo
Ann Howard, 326 Rosemary Lane, Danville, VA 24541.



Diane Bisgaier
For the Danville Chapter

Ronni Nichamin
Thank you to Hadassah Danville for supporting me and my husband, Bill, as we navigate through his
illness to wellness

Ronnie Mand
1- Shelley’s high school graduation; 2 — Our 52" anniversary; 3 — Peter & Jo Ann’s 53';
4 -Susan’s 75" birthday; 5 — Happy 4" of July to everyone;
6-9 In memory of Julian Koplen

Beverly Maurice
In honor of the upcoming adoption of soon-to-be five-year-old Chloe!

Pat Yorke
In memory of my parents, Rubetta and Perry Palan.
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Melanie Vaughan
One candle for Hadassah and all the good it does in the world; One candle for our Danville Chapter
Fab 5 plus Ronni Nichamin; The remaining candles are for Kevin, our children and grandchildren. Let
them be healthy and happy!

O

Susan Dufour

4+ Dedicated to my fellow Hadassah members & to all the Jewish people in America & the world.
4+ Wishing all freedom from antisemitism through education and advocacy.

Martha Woody
4+ For my husband, children, and grandchildren — that makes 9!
+ For Hadassah & all its components: the Danville Chapter and its wonderful Board, the
Southern Seaboard Region, Super South, HWZOA, & Hadassah International; All the
wonderful women that contribute to tikkun olam through Hadassah.
4+ For our country on its 250" birthday, and all its inhabitants, may it continue to strive to form a
“more perfect union”!

Jo Ann Howard
4+ This is a happy menorah for: Our 53 anniversary; Ronnie & Steve’s 52"%; Dawne & Dan’s
19t; all in attendance today; Kathy Sahale’s conversion & our newest Life Member; for Gail
Fisher, who made Kathy’s conversion possible; our vacation to Key West; visiting with Melanie
& Kevin on our trip back!
4+ In memory of Julian Koplen — such a wonderful man!

Leah Cohen
5 candles for my grandchildren Maya, Keren, Matan, and Dekel, and the remaining candles for the
health of our state of Israel with hopes for peace.
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Hadassah Celebrates America’s 250th Birthday
and the Enduring Promise of Democracy

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026
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Hadassah, The Women's Zionist Organization of America, released the following statement on
behalf of National President Carol Ann Schwartz:

“As the United States marks the 250th anniversary of its independence, Hadassah, The Women'’s
Zionist Organization of America, celebrates this remarkable milestone and reflects on the ideals that
have shaped our nation: liberty, opportunity and the pursuit of a more just society.

“The American story has always been one of aspiration, hard work and tenacity. Over its history, our
country has been strengthened by people working together to broaden the promise of our
democracy.

“Hadassah has always been a part of the American story. In 1912, Henrietta Szold founded Hadassah
and mobilized women across the country to take collective action for the good of people far beyond
the borders of their own communities, harnessing the energy of American volunteerism to make the
world a better place. That spirit of grassroots leadership and global responsibility continues to fuel
our work every day.

“Today, Hadassah is the largest Jewish women’s and women's Zionist organization in the United
States. We empower women to act, we foster an enduring connection between the US and Israel and
we advocate for policies that advance women's health, public health and the fight against
antisemitism. At the same time, we continue to work to support and sustain our hospital system —
the only American-owned hospital system in Israel, demonstrating our commitment to innovation,
humanitarian care and international partnership.

“As we commemorate this day, Hadassah celebrates the freedoms and opportunities that make our
work possible and the transformative achievements of our country over the last two-and-a-half
centuries. May our nation continue to flourish for generations to come.”
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https://www.hadassah.org/

Hadassah Medical Organization’s Fellowship Program in Gynecologic

Oncology Receives International Accreditation

HADASSAH
UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL
CENTER

Foancied by Hadersah, the Women's Donist Organtzation of Amenic

JERUSALEM — The Hadassah Medical Organization, the Jerusalem-based hospital system

of Hadassah, The Women's Zionist Organization of America, has received accreditation from

the European Society of Gynecological Oncology (ESGO) as an ESGO Fellowship Training Centre.
The international accreditation recognizes that the professional training, clinical expertise, research
program and multidisciplinary infrastructure of Hadassah’s Department of Gynecological Oncology

meet the highest international standards in one of the most complex gynecological specialties.

The prestigious accreditation will enable physicians from both Israel and abroad to complete an
ESGO-recognized gynecologic oncology fellowship at the Hadassah Medical Organization. By
increasing the network of doctors who have trained at Hadassah, the accreditation will expand the
hospital system’s potential for international collaboration and ensure that its specialists are
conversant in the latest advances in gynecologic cancer care.

“Training the next generation is an integral part of our mission," said Tamar Perri, MD, Director,
Department of Gynecologic Oncology, Hadassah Medical Organization. “We're not only treating
today's patients. We're also preparing doctors who can treat tomorrow's patients. Receiving ESGO
accreditation as a training center for future gynecologic oncologists means that the international
medical community recognizes the professional, academic and humane level of our team”.

A leading Israeli center for the treatment of malignancies of the female reproductive system,
Hadassah’s Department of Gynecologic Oncology serves women from across Israel. In addition to
their extensive clinical activities, the department’s physicians conduct research and participate in
international studies, all while training fellows in advanced surgery, innovative treatments and
multidisciplinary cancer care.

Said Hadassah Medical Organization Director General Yoram Weiss, MD, “This international ‘seal
of approval’ is not just a recognition of what the Hadassah Medical Organization has already
achieved but of our commitment to continue improving and innovating so that we can give patients
with gynecological cancers the most advanced medical care possible.”

Through its accreditation program, the ESGO recognizes institutions that meet its high standards for
educating future specialists in gynecologic oncology. Accreditation is awarded only after a
comprehensive evaluation has established a medical center's clinical activity, patient volume,
physician training, academic research, treatment outcomes and multidisciplinary approach to care.

Gynecologic oncology focuses on cancers of the female reproductive system, including ovarian,
uterine, cervical and vulvar cancer. Because these diseases often require coordinated care from
experts in many specialties, including surgery, medical oncology, radiation oncology, pathology,
imaging and genetics, physician training is reserved for medical centers, like the Hadassah Medical
Organization, with an advanced multidisciplinary program.
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https://www.hadassah.org/how-we-help/our-hospitals
https://www.hadassah.org/

