Temple Beth Sholom

The Shofar

Adar/Nisan/lyar 5786 March/April 2026

Jo Ann Howard, President
This Passover writing is filled with sensory images to put us in the mood for Pesach.

Freedom’s Table
(Author Unknown)

The door is open — not only for Elijah,
but for the wind that smells of spring
and the dust of long roads walked.
Bitter herbs bite the tongue,
sharp as the memory of chains;
matzah cracks beneath our hands,
its silence louder than any trumpet.
We dip parsley in salted tears,
taste the sea we once crossed,
and in the candlelight
our shadows lean toward one another
like travelers who have found
the same fire in the wilderness.
The youngest voice asks,
and the oldest eyes answer
without words —
for the story is not only told,
it is eaten,
it is sung,
it is lived again.

Tonight, we recline as free people,
yet keep a place for the stranger,
for we remember
how it felt to be
on the other side of the door.



March 6-7/17-18 Adar

4 — George W. Brumfield, Jr.

4 — Robert Walter Norris
5 — Dorothy Greenspon

March 27-28/9-10 Nisan
22- Sylvia Baker Steinberg
24 — Zita Salamon

26 - Dr. Harry Jacobs

26 — Charles Silverman

26 — Helen Elson

27 - Lillian Denny

April 17-18/30 Nisan/1 lyar

YAHRZEITS

May Their Memories Be a Blessing

March 13-14/24-25 Adar

9 — Edward Novakoff
10 - Fannye Feibelman
12 — Samuel Kabat

12 — Harry Elias Macht
14 — Harry Berman

April 3-4/16-17 Nisan
29 — Rosa Berman
30 — Maurice Saperstein
2 — William Margolin
2 — Arnold Manheim
3 — Stuart Harris
4 — Fred Berman

April 24-25/7-8 lyar

11 — Frank Philip Heiner
11 — Adele Nakdimen

13 — David John Howard
13 = Alvin Silverman

16 — Annie A. Rippe

16 — Heather Silverman
18 — Norman Schriebfeder

22 - Edwin Louis Rippe

March 20-21/2-3Nisan

17 — Lenamay Simon Moskowitz
19 - Benjamin Vatz

20 - Louis Kaufman

20 — Edna Wall

20 - Albert Steinberg

21 - Louis Berman

21 — Michael Plotkin

April 10-11/23-24 Nisan
5 — Abraham Lewis Platt
6 — Sol Goodman
6 — Ida Nakdimen
7 — August Kahn

May 1-2/14-15 lyar

26 — Clarice Sadie Simon
27 — Nat Becher

2 — Edith Cornblatt

2 — Nathan Newman

2 — Wildred Santerre

When lighting the Yahrzeit candle, you can recite the following prayer:
The human soul is a light from God.
May it be your will that the soul of (insert name) enjoy eternal life,
along with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah,
and the rest of the righteous that are in Gan Eden. Amen



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Let's welcome Shabbat together in the chapel at First Presbyterian Church

MARCH
Sunday, 1

Friday, 6"

Friday, 13"
Friday, 20™
Friday, 27

APRIL
Wednesday, 1

Thursday, 2"

Friday, 3"
Friday, 10%
Friday, 17%
Sunday, 19"
Friday 24%
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Purim at the Howard's Home
7:30 pm  Shabbat Service
7:30 pm  Shabbat Service
7:30 pm  Shabbat Service
7:30 pm  Shabbat Service

First Passover Seder

Second Passover Seder at the Howard's Home
Reservations required by March 16%

Shabbat Service not scheduled

Shabbat Service not scheduled

7:30 pm  Shabbat Service

11:00 am — 5:00 pm Temple Emanuel Festival

7:30 pm  Shabbat Service



WITH OUR CONGREGATION

(If you would like information printed in this section, please let Jo Ann know.)

Our wishes for good health are extended to Bernard Baker, Mira Becher, Carol Caplan, Eddy
Fraifeld, Larry Golsen, Faye Kushner, Don Loper, Debbie Rippe, and Kathy Sahale.

7

Yom Huledet Sameach/Yom Nisuin Sameach — Happy Birthday
March Birthdays: 5 — Michelle Fryman; 9 — Kevin Vaughan; 15 — Eddy Fraifeld
April Birthdays: 30 - Joe Eisenberg

=

“Attention is the rarest and purest form of generosity.”
Uplift another congregant'’s spirits by giving them a call or sending them a card, email or text! It only
takes a few minutes, and it will make a big difference in their day and yours!

Temple Beth Sholom Donations

Please remember the Building Fund for such things as Sympathy, Mazel Tov, Thank
You, and Speedy Recovery. The list is endless. Your contribution will brighten
someone’s day and help support YOUR temple at the same time!

Jimmy Adkins — In honor of Temple Beth Sholom Congregation

Sam and Faye Kushner - To commemorate the yahrzeits of the following individuals:
Dear friends Shirley Levy, Michael Becher, Jane Carol Harris, Helene Navell, Bessie
Berman, Albert Koplen, Sonia Rippe, and Sonny Kingoff; Beloved grandparents Aaron L.
and Rosa S. Bane

Jo Ann and Peter Howard — In memory of beloved brother, David Howard, Aunt
Miriam, and Aunt Marilee; Charles and Heather Silverman, and Rabbi Morton Green



RESOURCES AND INFORMATION FOR DEFENDING
EGALITARIAN PRAYER AT THE KOTEL

Here are resources and helpful information about defending egalitarian prayer at the Kotel
and blocking the Kotel Bill

TAKE ACTION NOW:

Email Your Israeli Consulate

The Israeli government hosts representatives in the capitals of the U.S. and Canada, as
well as throughout North America. Their responsibility includes maintaining the Israel-
Diaspora relationship. Use our action alert to contact your embassy and consulate.

Read the Reform Movement’s Statement

Reform Movement Condemns Knesset Vote to Criminalize Eqgalitarian Prayer at the
Western Wall

. What is the Kotel?
. Background on Egalitarian Access to the Kotel

What is the Kotel bill?

After the Supreme Court decision, MK Avi Maoz, with the support of Justice Minister Yariv
Levin and others in the governing coalition, decided to promote a bill (submitted back in
2023 but never pushed forward) in the Knesset stating for the first time that the Haredi
(ultra-Orthodox) Chief Rabbinate would have sole control over the Kotel as a whole —
including the egalitarian section. The bill, which is likely to pass in a preliminary
reading, would imprison anyone for up to seven years for praying at the Kotel
contrary to ultra-Orthodox standards.

Why You Should Care

The debate over MK Avi Maoz’s draft legislation is about whether Israel will be a state of
the Jewish people, or a state for one interpretation of Judaism. For North American Jews,
caring about this issue is not interference. It is investment. It reflects the conviction that
Jewish sovereignty should reflect the diversity, dignity, and shared destiny of the Jewish
people everywhere. If Israel is truly our shared homeland, then sacred space must reflect
shared belonging.
The holiest site of the Jewish people must allow all Jews to pray as they wish — Israelis
and Jews from the Diaspora alike.
At a time when Jewish unity is needed, the Israeli government is isolating 85% of the
world’s Jewish population from one of our faith’s holiest sites. This affects bar/bat/b’nai
mitzvahs, conversions, life-cycle moments, and basic dignity of prayer. It is a backwards
step from a democratic Israel that celebrates religious pluralism, where all forms of Jewish
identity are celebrated.
This legislation is one part of a larger effort to undermine religious pluralism and the
diversity of the Jewish people. If we fail to take action here, we risk further harms like:

« Abolishing non-Orthodox conversion recognition

« Limiting public funding for pluralistic institutions

« Expanding rabbinic court jurisdiction



https://arza.org/send-an-email-to-your-local-consulate/
https://urj.org/press-room/reform-movement-condemns-knesset-vote-criminalize-egalitarian-prayer-western-wall
https://urj.org/press-room/reform-movement-condemns-knesset-vote-criminalize-egalitarian-prayer-western-wall
https://arza.org/egalprayeratkotel/#acc-tb_sq00265-0
https://arza.org/egalprayeratkotel/#acc-tb_pr9r279-0

A Little Humor is Good for the Soul!
Passover Puns & Jokes

Hear about the internet search engine for Passover?
It’s called eliYAHOO

Why did the matzah quit his job?
Because he didn’t get a raise

What army base is off limits on Passover?
Fort Leavenworth

At our Seder, we had whole wheat and bran matzo, fortified with Metamucil.
The brand name, of course, is "Let My People Go"

What do you call someone who derives pleasure from the bread of affliction?
A matzochist.

Did you hear about the gefilte fish that went deaf?
He had to buy a herring-aid.

A little boy once returned home from Hebrew school and his father asked, "What did

you learn today?"

He answered, "The Rabbi told us how Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt."
"How?"

The boy said "Moses was a big strong man and he beat Pharaoh up. Then while he was

down, he got all the people together and ran towards the sea. When he got there, he

had the Corps of Engineers build a huge pontoon bridge. Once they got on the other

side, they blew up the bridge while the Egyptians were trying to cross."

The father was shocked. "Is that what the Rabbi taught you?"

The boy replied, "No. But you'd never believe the story he DID tell us!"



M B HADASSAH

= . Danville Chapter

Jo Ann Howard, Editor

Greetings from Martha Woody, Danville President

| started this message last night but decided this morning to begin again, and to begin with the
question, why did we, all of us, join Hadassah?

For me, it was because my beloved mother-in-law, of blessed memory, was a member of Hadassah —
or so | thought. Actually, my husband and | received mail addressed to her from the then Chapel Hill
chapter of Hadassah because she assisted with the holiday gift wrapping fundraising, not because she
was a member. But by the time we figured that out, | had joined the Danville chapter and was already
hooked.

What is it about Hadassah that inspires us? That it brings Jewish women together to learn more
about issues important to us? Or that the organization also provides us with very efficient ways to
take action and advocate for things we hold dear: Israel, women's health, antisemitism, and a host of
others? Or that we can support the wonderful work of the Hadassah Medical Organization hospitals,
those bridges to peace in a land with more than its fair share of conflict?

And of course, the answer is “all of the above”! | hope that you have received the invitation to our
chapter’'s No-Show Purim fundraiser, and | hope you will be generous in your response. The funds
that are donated will help to complete the iconic Round Building on the campus of Ein Kerem. The
renovation there will modernize, expand, and expedite both treatment and research so that Hadassah
may continue to be at the cutting edge of the medical field.

As for advocacy, | was privileged to participate in the Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day at the General
Assembly on February 10™ so speak with legislators about needed funding for the Virginia Holocaust
Museum, anti-Zionism and antisemitism, support for streamlining the security grant funding process,
and reasonable accommodations in public universities for the religious practices of individual
students. Our input with legislators was direct, factual, respectful, and well-received.

In March, | will be joining with Hadassah members from all over the country for our Day on the Hill
advocacy event, and | am very much looking forward to meeting with representatives and senators to
again discuss Hadassah's priorities. Hadassah does a wonderful job in organizing these events and
preparing members to participate, so if you want to make your voice heard, here’s your chance!

Finally, | take great pride and find much joy in being a member of Hadassah because of the wonderful
women that | have come to know and cherish. | am verklempt! Thanks to all of you for your support
of this great organization.

Sincerely,
Martha Woody, President



Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day 2026:
A Record-Breaking Show of Strength and Unity

Some of our lovely Southern Seaboard Region ladies:
Martha W., Ann E., Sharon G., and Gail M.

On February 10, 2026, a record-breaking 280 engaged Jewish advocates from across the
Commonwealth gathered for Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day. Nearly one-third of those
assembled were Hadassah members demonstrating the strength and commitment of our
local leadership.

This year’s Central Virginia Volunteer Chair was Gail Shookoff-Moskowitz, who also serves
as a liaison to Hadassah National Advocacy Team. Her leadership helped mobilize a coordinated
presence at the General Assembly.

Virginia Jewish Advocacy Day is a collaborative effort of the Jewish Community Relations
Committee; Jewish Community Federation of Richmond, the United Jewish Federation of
Tidewater, and the Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Washington, which
supports Northern Virginia. Hadassah proudly co-sponsors this initiative in both Richmond and
Northern Virginia.

The day began at 8:00 a.m. at historic St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, across from the Virginia
State Capitol. There, teams organized by each Federation reviewed talking points and prepared
for a full day of meetings.

Advocates fanned out across Capitol Square, meeting with more than 60 legislative offices.
Conversations opened with sobering statistics about the rise in antisemitic incidents nationally
and in Virginia, along with personal stories that brought urgency to the issue. Participants then
addressed key legislation impacting our community, including;:



YES! That’s our very own Danville Hadassah President Martha in the picture(on the left) on the
previous page!




SAVE THE DATE!

“Journeys to Freedom”
Hadassah Danville membership meeting via Zoom
Sunday, March 22" at 4:00 p.m.

Hadassah Danville’s

Queen Esther No-Show Masquerade Ball

™

Thank you to those of you who have already made a contribution.
For those of you who just needed a reminder, we hope you will take time today to

either contribute on-line: https://bit.lyDanvillePurimNoShowEvent

or
Mail your check, payable to Hadassah, to
Jo Ann Howard
326 Rosemary Lane
Danville, VA 24541

These are the categories:
$360 | won't need a glitzy gown
$180 Tuxedo rental won't be necessary for my husband
$108 | won't need to hire a babysitter
$72 1 won't need to go to the hair salon
$54 | won’t need a mani/pedi
$36 | won’t need to purchase a fancy mask

Rays of Hope & Celebration - This year-round project gives
members a way to virtually light a menorah at a meeting and/or send a mazel tov, get well,
or an expression of sympathy to a friend or family member any time during the year. Each
menorah you light is just $18. Just use this link to go on-line:
https://bit.ly/DanvilleRaysofHope



https://bit.lydanvillepurimnoshowevent/
https://bit.ly/DanvilleRaysofHope

Newsweek’s “World’s Best Hospitals 2026” Recognizes

Global Excellence of the Hadassah Medical Organization
Hadassah’s Ein Kerem hospital climbs to #3 in Israel

Newsweek has once again recognized the world-class excellence of Israel’s Hadassah Medical
Organization, the hospital system of Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America. In the
media company’s “World’s Best Hospitals 2026,” Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem — the hospital
system’s largest and most comprehensive location — ranks among the top 250 hospitals globally,
moving up almost 100 places to #157 from #246.

In Israel, where Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem already ranked highly — even among the country’s top
10 hospitals — the hospital moved to third place from fourth.

“World’s Best Hospitals 2026” is Newsweek’s latest annual assessment of the world’s leading
hospitals. The 2026 report, which rates 2,500 hospitals in 32 countries, places the Hadassah Medical
Organization’s Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem in the company of the world’s foremost medical
institutions. Among them, this year’s five top honorees: the Mayo Clinic (Rochester, Minn.), Toronto
General Hospital-University Health Network, the Cleveland Clinic (Cleveland, Ohio), Karolinska
Universitetssjukhuset (Stockholm) and Massachusetts General Hospital (Boston, Ma.).

In Newsweek’s most recent “World’s Best Specialized Hospitals 2026” and “World’s Best Smart
Hospitals 2026,” Hadassah once again earned a spot among Israel’s leading hospitals for cardiology
(sixth year), oncology (fifth year) and the use of smart technology (fifth year).

In a joint statement, the Hadassah Medical Organization’s board chair, Dalia Itzik, and chief
executive, Yoram Weiss, MD, said, “The continued rise of the Hadassah Medical Organization’s
Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem in Newsweek’s global ranking reflects our physicians’, nurses’ and
staff members’ unwavering commitment to clinical excellence, innovation and compassionate care.
This recognition affirms the measurable impact of our investment in advanced technology,
groundbreaking research and patient-centered medical care.”

Said Carol Ann Schwartz, national president of the hospital system’s parent, Hadassah, The
Women'’s Zionist Organization of America, “Newsweek’s recognition confirms that the Hadassah
Medical Organization is one of the best healthcare institutions in the world. Our extraordinary doctors
and scientists continue to set new standards, improving patient care and strengthening our position at
the forefront of global medicine.”

Newsweek’s “World’s Best Hospitals 2026” was produced in collaboration with the global data firm
Statista. Hospitals were evaluated according to four criteria: recommendations from medical experts,
hospital quality metrics, existing patient experience data and Statista’s Patient-Reported Outcome
Measures Implementation Survey, which conveys patients’ perceptions of their treatment
experience.


https://rankings.newsweek.com/worlds-best-smart-hospitals-2026
https://rankings.newsweek.com/worlds-best-smart-hospitals-2026

Hadassah-Helmsley Netivot: Advanced Medicine for the
Residents of Southern Israel

Moo | s I# "“

JERUSALEM—A historic development in Israel's south:

* The Hadassah Medical Organization announces "Hadassah-Helmsley Netivot," a new, innovative
medical center designed to provide residents of Netivot and surrounding communities with advanced
diagnostic, treatment and ongoing medical care close to home.

According to the framework agreement, which was signed prior to the outbreak of the "Swords of
Iron" war, Hadassah’s expert medical teams will travel south to the new center, making the world-
class knowledge, expertise and tools of an internationally renowned university hospital accessible to
residents of the region.

 Hadassah Medical Organization Director General Yoram Weiss, MD: "The establishment of a
medical center in the city of Netivot is a defining national milestone and a recognition of the full right
of southern residents to receive advanced, high-quality medical services."

» Mayor of Netivot Yehiel Zohar: “The establishment of ‘Hadassah-Helmsley Netivot’ is truly a
transformative milestone for the city and for the entire Western Negev. For years, we spoke about the
need for real change for the residents of the south and today we are bringing it to life.

"The residents of Netivot and the surrounding area deserve advanced medical care, leading
specialists and innovative technologies exactly like those available in the center of the country.

"The new medical center brings a message of equality, quality of life and medical security for our
families. | extend my heartfelt thanks to the Hadassah Medical Organization’s leadership; to
Hadassah, The Women'’s Zionist Organization of America; and to the Helmsley Charitable Trust for
their confidence in the city of Netivot and for the strong partnership that has turned vision into reality.

"This is another significant step in making Netivot, a leading metropolitan center in the south, a city
that continues to grow, develop and provide its residents with the very best."

(Continued on next page)



A HISTORIC CORRECTION FOR SOUTHERN ISRAEL

The Hadassah Medical Organization — one of Israel’s leading university medical centers — together
with its parent, Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, and in partnership
with The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust, has established Hadassah-Helmsley
Netivot.

The center will serve more than 150,000 residents of Netivot, the western Negev and the Gaza
envelope communities, providing high-quality medicine delivered by Hadassah'’s expert physicians
and supported by advanced and innovative technologies.

At Hadassah, this is viewed as a dramatic step with broad national significance, bringing essential
medical services closer to residents’ homes and eliminating the need for long, exhausting travel to
distant medical centers, a reality that has persisted for decades.

The idea to establish a southern medical center was born several years ago, well before the outbreak
of the “Swords of Iron” war and stemmed from a recognition of the region’s needs and the
longstanding shortage of skilled and experienced medical personnel which Israel’s healthcare system
has struggled to address.

The project is a joint initiative of the Netivot Municipality and Mayor Yehiel Zohar; the Hadassah
Medical Organization; its owners, Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America;
the Helmsley Charitable Trust; and all the Israeli health funds (HMOs).

COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAL SERVICES CLOSE TO HOME

The center will provide residents with access to top-tier specialists and advanced medical equipment,
enabling care across a wide range of specialties, including ophthalmology, orthopedics, neurology,
gastroenterology, women'’s health, oral and maxillofacial surgery and medical imaging.

The new medical center offers diagnostic, treatment and ongoing care services at the highest
professional level. It includes specialist outpatient clinics with exceptionally high professional and
service standards and an advanced imaging center that will give residents of the south access to
MRI, CT, ultrasound, X-ray and fluoroscopy services as well as to Hadassah’s medical specialists.

THE HELMSLEY PARTNERSHIP

The name Hadassah-Helmsley Netivot highlights the contribution of the Helmsley Charitable
Trust to the establishment of the medical center, including grants of more than $5.2 million for
medical equipment and more than $950,000 to assist with recruitment of top medical talent.

Helmsley aspires to improve lives by supporting exceptional efforts in the US and around the world in
health and select place-based initiatives.

Since 2010, Helmsley has committed more than $700 million in grants for Israel to expand the
nation’s world-class healthcare services; strengthen contributions to scientific, technological and
medical research; and promote a global understanding of Israel and its people. Helmsley previously
supported several other transformative healthcare projects at Hadassah.

Said Sandor Frankel, Trustee, Helmsley Charitable Trust, "Whether you live in the north or south
of Israel should not limit your ability to access the same quality of healthcare as in Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv. Helmsley is committed to improving healthcare for everyone in Israel, and we are pleased to
play a role in supporting Hadassah-Helmsley Netivot, this vital extension of one of Israel’s premier
hospitals, so that the people of Netivot and the surrounding areas will now have access to the
medical innovation and care that they deserve."
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